of (Boetbe
the middle of February, when he invited him to an audien< in which he in an "exceedingly gracious manner" begg him to retain his old position as heretofore, but at the sai time disclosed to him his plan of making various changes the personnel: he intended to transfer to Chamberlain v Kalb the presidency of the Chamber, i. e., the portfo of finance, and to appoint Doctor Goethe a member of 1 Council. Against both these steps Fritsch immediate entered a very frank and very determined protest, es] cially against the appointment of Goethe, as he conside: the frivolous young belletristic advocate from Frankfi wholly incapable of administering such a high and resp< sible office in a state with which he was unfamiliar. '. begged the Duke in any case to consider his plans mature Again the Duke allowed more than two months to p; before he announced his decision to the minister. T second long hesitation was so unnatural in the hot-head stubborn Prince, especially when, as in this case, it wa< question of the fulfilment of his heart's desires, that must ascribe it also to Goethe's intervention. Goethe ir have hoped that in time the differences would adj themselves, Fritsch become better acquainted with td and the Duke gain more repose. How great a part Goei had in the Duke's every act in the case we may best ; from the fact that he looked over the first draught of 1 decision which was finally communicated on the 2ist April, and softened down some of its harsh features. it the Duke again begged Fritsch to retain his posit: in the Council, affirming, however, that he must insist on former plans, including the changes in the personnel of 1 Council.
Fritsch was ruffled in the highest degree by the decisi From the long delay he may have expected that the Dt had approved his objections, but now it was out of 1 question; and if the Duke would not listen to him in st important questions of personnel and organisation, h could he hope for any further success in his official activiti Besides, there was some justification for his fears that 1